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FORECLOSURE LAW AND LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
 
I. Common Title Issues in Foreclosures. 
 

1. Legal description. 
2. Stub abstract. 
3. Correct parties in foreclosure including spouses. 
4. Lis pendens. 
5. Service on all parties. 
6. Publication. 
7. Legal correct. 
8. Motion for Summary Judgment and/or Default. 
9. Decree. 
10. Six-month delay or six-month redemption. 
11. United States of America. 
12. Estate proceedings. 
13. Prisoners as defendants. 
14. Sheriffs’ Sales. 
15. Prior lienholders. 
16. Spouse not executing mortgage instrument. 

 
II. Forms of Petitions and Decrees. 
 
 1. Petitions (see attached Exhibit “A”). 
 2. Foreclosure Decree with no delay (see attached Exhibit “B”). 
 3. Foreclosure Decree with delay (see attached Exhibit “C”). 
 
III. House File 2786 -- Major revisions to mortgage foreclosure law. 
 See attached House File (see attached Exhibit “D”). 
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David M. Erickson is a senior shareholder at the Davis, Brown, Koehn, Shors & 
Roberts Law Firm.  He has practiced primarily in the area of real estate law since 
1979.  David is a current member of the Iowa State Bar Association’s Title 
Standards Committee as well as a member of the Abstracting Standards Committee 
of the Iowa Land Title Association. 
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